
Hon. John Husted 

Secretary of State 

State of Ohio 

180 East Broad Street 

Columbus, OH 43215 

 

Dear Mr. Husted: 

 

I am writing to you to formally call into question the Lucas County Republican Party 

Organization meeting of June 11, 2014 as to its validity under the law. 

 

It has come to my attention that Mr. Jon Stainbrook was involved in a conspiracy of 

Bribery under ORC. 3599.01i, in which he provided free drinks and food to select, duly 

elected central committeemen for a promise that they would appoint him Chairman Lucas 

County Republican Party (ORC. 2921.43ii), thus making the entire June 11, 2014 meeting 

a Sham under ORC. 2921.52iii. 

 

Narrative. 

 

After the well documented June 11th meeting, in which some elected central committee 

members deemed loyal to Mr. Stainbrook were given lanyard identification cards, and 

those deemed not loyal to Mr. Stainbrook were not given the any such identification, it 

seems that an after meeting party was arranged for those lanyard wearing members at 

Paddy Jack’s Restaurant & Pub, 5122 Heatherdowns Blvd., Toledo, OH 43614 

immediately after Mr. Stainbrook was re-elected chairman. 

 

An interview of the restaurant staff has revealed that, indeed, the Republican Party did 

have a party on June 11, 2014; there was only one invoice (bar-tab) for the food and 

beverages consumed, paid for by the Lucas County Republican Party; and only people 

who wore the lanyard ID’s were served on that bar-tab.   

 

It’s important to state that only those committeemen who had promised their vote to Mr. 

Stainbrook, were issued lanyard ID’s, and invited to the after-party for free drinks. 

 

This is exactly the kind of bribery that ORC. 3599.01 in which Advance, pay, or cause to 

be paid or procure or offer to procure money or other valuable thing to or for the use of 

another, with the intent that it or part thereof shall be used to induce such person to vote 

or to refrain from voting… A felony of the fourth degree.   Mr. Stainbrook threw a party 

only for those elected central committeemen who promised to vote for him as chairman 

of Lucas County Republican Party.  Lucas County Republican Party finance records 

show that he had done the same in 2010 and 2012, in each those of years, immediately 

after the re-organization meetings.  And, Mr. Stainbrook used party funds to pay the 

bribes to his loyal elected officials. 

 

The elected central committeemen are elected under the mandates of ORC 3517.03iv, and 

represent members of the controlling committee of the Lucas County Republican Party.  



These are people elected under Ohio law, into a position of public trust from the 

Republicans voters in their neighborhoods, or precincts. 

 

When they accepted, or even solicited, the food and drinks at the Paddy Jack’s party, each 

of those members violated ORC. 2921.43 in which No public servant for the public 

servant's own personal … use…, shall solicit or accept anything of value in consideration 

of either of the following: (1) Appointing or securing, maintaining, or renewing the 

appointment of any person to any public office, employment, or agency;… This is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree. 

This has the effect of making the Lucas County Republican Party June 11th meeting a sham 

under ORC. 2921.52, in which Mr. Stainbrook did… Knowingly commit or facilitate the 

commission of an offense, using sham legal process… Which is a misdemeanor of the first 

degree. 

Conclusion. 

Mr. Stainbrook, in a flagrant attempt to manipulate the committee of duly elected precinct 

committeemen at a re-organization meeting governed under the Ohio Revised Code, did 

commit bribery by promising selected elected precinct committeemen drinks and food 

(something of value) at an after-party. 

The selected precinct committeemen traded their votes to re-elect Mr. Stainbrook chairman 

of the Lucas County Republican Party for the price of a beer and some pizza.  And by 

accepting Mr. Stainbrook’s bribe, committed a violation of the public trust. 

These violations of the Ohio Revised Code constituted a sham, since there was no way a 

fair re-organization meeting could legitimately be conducted.  The votes for Mr. Stainbrook 

were already bought and paid for.  And likely paid by the Lucas County Republican Party. 

Recommendations. 

It is obvious, should these allegations be true, that Mr. Stainbrook did bribe certain 

members of the central committee, and they accepted the bribe in return for his re-election, 

then neither Mr. Stainbrook, nor the lanyard wearing committeemen can serve in a position 

of public trust for at least seven years.  In effect, the meeting of June 11, 2014 was a sham, 

and all the guilty parties would be disqualified from any further Republican Party activities. 

This means the decision of the Secretary of State to recognized Jon Stainbrook, and his 

committee must be immediately vacated, and, at the very least, a new re-organization 

meeting be ordered posthaste.  



Whether, or not, Mr. Stainbrook, and his co-conspirators, are prosecuted under the laws 

previously stated, does not relieve the Secretary of his responsibility of conducting fair, 

and just elections, under the law. 

We ask for immediate relief, under the laws of this state so the Lucas County Republican 

Party can move forward without further damage. 

Sincerely, 

 

David Kissinger 

Cc: Lucas County Prosecutor 

      Lucas County Board of Elections 

      Matt Borges, Ohio Republican Party 

 

i 3599.01 Bribery. 

(3) Advance, pay, or cause to be paid or procure or offer to procure money or other valuable thing to or for the use of 

another, with the intent that it or part thereof shall be used to induce such person to vote or to refrain from voting. 

 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of bribery, a felony of the fourth degree; and if he is a candidate he shall 

forfeit the nomination he received, or if elected to any office he shall forfeit the office to which he was elected at the 

election with reference to which such offense was committed. 

 

ii 2921.43 Soliciting or accepting improper compensation. 

(B) No public servant for the public servant's own personal or business use, and no person for the person's own personal 

or business use or for the personal or business use of a public servant or party official, shall solicit or accept anything of 

value in consideration of either of the following: 

(1) Appointing or securing, maintaining, or renewing the appointment of any person to any public office, employment, 

or agency; 

(2) Preferring, or maintaining the status of, any public employee with respect to compensation, duties, placement, 

location, promotion, or other material aspects of employment. 

(C) No person for the benefit of a political party, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political action 

committee, or political contributing entity shall coerce any contribution in consideration of either of the following: 

(1) Appointing or securing, maintaining, or renewing the appointment of any person to any public office, employment, 

or agency; 

(2) Preferring, or maintaining the status of, any public employee with respect to compensation, duties, placement, 

location, promotion, or other material aspects of employment. 

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of soliciting improper compensation, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(E) A public servant who is convicted of a violation of this section is disqualified from holding any public office, 

employment, or position of trust in this state for a period of seven years from the date of conviction. 

 
iii 2921.52 Using sham legal process. 

(A)(4) "Sham legal process" means an instrument that meets all of the following conditions: 
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(b)(ii) To assert jurisdiction over or determine the legal or equitable status, rights, duties, powers, or privileges of any 

person or property. 

 

(B) No person shall, knowing the sham legal process to be sham legal process, do any of the following: 

 

(1) Knowingly issue, display, deliver, distribute, or otherwise use sham legal process; 

 

(2) Knowingly use sham legal process to arrest, detain, search, or seize any person or the property of another person; 

 

(3) Knowingly commit or facilitate the commission of an offense, using sham legal process; 

 

(4) Knowingly commit a felony by using sham legal process. 

 

(C) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under division (B)(1) or (2) of this section that the use of sham legal process 

was for a lawful purpose. 

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of using sham legal process. A violation of division (B)(1) of this section is a 

misdemeanor of the fourth degree. A violation of division (B)(2) or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree, 

except that, if the purpose of a violation of division (B)(3) of this section is to commit or facilitate the commission of a 

felony, a violation of division (B)(3) of this section is a felony of the fourth degree. A violation of division (B)(4) of this 

section is a felony of the third degree. 

(E) A person who violates this section is liable in a civil action to any person harmed by the violation for injury, death, 

or loss to person or property incurred as a result of the commission of the offense and for reasonable attorney's fees, court 

costs, and other expenses incurred as a result of prosecuting the civil action commenced under this division. A civil action 

under this division is not the exclusive remedy of a person who incurs injury, death, or loss to person or property as a 

result of a violation of this section. 

 

iv 3517.03 Controlling committees of major or intermediate political party membership. 

The controlling committees of each major political party or organization shall be a state central committee consisting of 

two members, one a man and one a woman, representing either each congressional district in the state or each senatorial 

district in the state, as the outgoing committee determines; a county central committee consisting of one member from 

each election precinct in the county, or of one member from each ward in each city and from each township in the county, 

as the outgoing committee determines; and such district, city, township, or other committees as the rules of the party 

provide. 

All the members of such committees shall be members of the party and shall be elected for terms of either two or four 

years, as determined by party rules, by direct vote at the primary held in an even-numbered year. Except as otherwise 

provided in section 3517.02 of the Revised Code, candidates for election as state central committee members shall be 

elected at primaries in the same manner as provided in sections 3513.01 to 3513.32 of the Revised Code for the 

nomination of candidates for office in a county. Candidates for election as members of the county central committee shall 

be elected at primaries in the same manner as provided in those sections for the nomination of candidates for county 

offices, except as otherwise provided in sections 3513.051 and 3517.02 of the Revised Code. 

Each major party controlling committee shall elect an executive committee that shall have the powers granted to it by the 

party controlling committee, and provided to it by law. When a judicial, senatorial, or congressional district is comprised 
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of more than one county, the chairperson and secretary of the county central committee from each county in that district 

shall constitute the judicial, senatorial, or congressional committee of the district. When a judicial, senatorial, or 

congressional district is included within a county, the county central committee shall constitute the judicial, senatorial, 

or congressional committee of the district. 

 


