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Re: Ethics complaint 

  

Dear Ms. Korte: 

  

Please accept this letter as a formal request for an investigation into possible ethics violations by 

Mr. Joel Riter, formerly the Constituent and Executive Agency Liaison for Ohio Treasurer of 

State, Josh Mandel. 

  

Mr. Riter began his employment at the Treasurer’s office on January 10, 2011, after he worked 

on Josh Mandel’s 2010 campaign for Treasurer.  Before working on Mandel’s 2010 campaign, 

Mr. Riter worked as a Legislative Aide to then-Rep. Mandel. 

  

According to the Ohio Lobbying Activity Center, Mr. Riter filed as a lobbyist representing the 

Ohio Treasurer of State on January 10, 2011. The filing listed Mr. Riter’s point of contact as Mr. 

Scott Guthrie.  Mr. Guthrie was the Interim Director of Public Affairs in the Treasurer’s office 

and left the Treasurer’s office after only five weeks. 

  

In June 2011, Mr. Riter left the Treasurer’s office for Cap Square Solutions, a lobbying firm. 

Accordingly, it appears that Mr. Riter’s registration as a lobbyist for the Treasurer’s office was 

terminated on June 24, 2011.  However, Mr. Riter received slightly more than his full pay on 

July 2, 2011, and also received an additional $69 on July 16, 2011.   

  

Mr. Riter has since then registered as a lobbyist for several non-governmental entities, the first of 

which was Charles Jordan & Company.  According to state lobbying records, Mr. Riter 

lobbied several governmental entities on August1, 2011, which included the Governor and the 

Treasurer of State.  The description of the lobbying states “state investing.” 

  

Mr. Riter then lobbied the Treasurer’s office and the State Board of Deposit, which the Treasurer 

chairs, on November 3, 2011 again on behalf of Charles Jordan and Company.  The description 

of the lobbying states “state investments.” 

  



 

Additionally, lobbying reports indicate that Mr. Riter lobbied several pension funds also on 

November 3, 2011, including the Public Employees Retirement System, the State Teachers 

Retirement System, the School Employees Retirement System and the Ohio Police and Fire 

Pension fund.  The description of the lobbying states it was for “pension fund investments” 

and that Mr. Riter was lobbying on behalf of Charles Jordan and Company. 

  

Finally, lobbying reports indicate that Mr. Riter lobbied the same four retirement system funds 

above as well as the Treasurer of State and the State Board of Deposit on January 1, 2012, on 

behalf of Charles Jordan and Company.  The descriptions of the lobbying activity states “state 

investments” and “pension fund investments.” 

  

Little is known about Charles Jordan and Company.  In lobbying disclosure reports it is listed as 

a Financial Services company in New York and lists the point of contact as Mr. Charles Jordan.   

  

On March 19, 2012, the Treasurer’s office announced that Treasurer Mandel replaced the 

“international custodians” of several Ohio pension funds with JP Morgan and Citi Bank.  Days 

later on April 2 and April 3, Charles Jordan and Company appear to have terminated its lobbying 

relationship with Mr. Riter. 

  

In an article published on April 1, 2012, the Dayton Daily News detailed a pattern of Treasurer 

Mandel appointing several campaign workers to positions in the Treasurer’s office.  In its article, 

the Dayton Daily News noted “Another of Mandel’s hires left the office for a lobbying job.  Joel 

Riter, 27, earned $13.95 an hour as a legislative aide in 2007-2009, and then was paid $27,500 

by the Mandel treasurer campaign in 2010.  He was paid $62,000 annually in the Treasurer’s 

office, but left the job after six months to join the lobbying firm Cap Square Solutions. At Cap 

Square he lobbies the executive branch, including the Treasurer’s office, on behalf of Charles 

Jordan & Co., according to state records.  Under state law, Riter would be prohibited from doing 

business with his previous office for a year. Mandel’s office said it does not currently do 

business with Charles Jordan & Co.” 

  

Since it does not appear that Charles Jordan and Company is a depository bank, why would it be 

lobbying the Treasurer of State, the State Board of Deposit and several of Ohio’s pensions 

funds?  Despite the Treasurer’s office claim that it does not do business with Charles Jordan and 

Company, was Charles Jordan and Company hired by another financial services company or 

bank to try to get those companies contracts with the State of Ohio through the Treasurer of State 

and/or the State Board of Deposit? 

  

It seems clear, according to Ohio Ethics Laws, that former public employees may not 

represent clients on any matter which the employees personally participated in.  Mr. Riter’s title 

as “Constituent and Executive Agency Liaison” would seem to put him in a position to be 

involved in all matters concerning the State Board of Deposit or Ohio pension funds. 



 

Given that Mr. Riter had worked with Treasurer Mandel for several years, including his 2010 

campaign for Treasurer, and was appointed to the Treasurer’s office, Mr. Riter appears to be an 

ideal candidate for financial firms looking for access into the Treasurer’s office.   

  

The facts are all the more curious considering Mr. Riter began directly lobbying the Treasurer’s 

office only two weeks after he accepted his last payment from the State of Ohio.  Combined with 

the fact that Mr. Riter’s lobbying contract with a New York financial services firm was 

terminated only days after Treasurer Mandel replaced international custodians with two large 

New York banks, it seems to suggest that Mr. Riter and/or the Treasurer’s office may have 

violated Ohio ethics laws regarding post-employment lobbying. 

  

I respectfully request that the Ohio Ethics Commission investigate whether Ohio Ethics Laws 

were broken regarding the lobbying of the Treasurer’s office by Mr. Riter. 

 

 

 

Continued Success, 

 

 
 

Matt Lundy 

State Representative 

57
th

 House District 

Ohio House of Representatives 

 
 
 


