
April 8, 2013 

 

Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

Department of Health and Human Services 

Attention: CMS-9968-P 

Mail Stop C4-26-05 

7500 Security Boulevard 

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850 

 

Dear Secretary Sebelius, 

 

I am writing you today concerning proposed amendments to RIN 0938-AR42, Coverage of Certain 

Preventive Services Under the Affordable Care Act. 

 

Recently Mike DeWine, Ohio’s Attorney General, co-signed a letter requesting you provide an 

exemption for the policy extending birth control access to women.   

 

I feel very strongly that women have a right to make their own decisions when it comes to birth 

control.  No woman should have to justify using birth control to her boss in order to have access to it.  

This is fundamentally an issue of equality, equality for women to have access to quality health care 

and contraception.  In a recent study conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

found that 99% of women have used contraception at some point in their lives, regardless of their 

background or religion. 

 

It has been widely reported that 7 in 10 Americans believe health insurance companies should be 

required to cover the full cost of birth control, as they do with other preventive services. 

 

This issue has already been addressed with the rather expansive exemption extended to over 

335,000 churches and houses of worship through the religious exemption.  The request to extend 

this exemption to every private employer would gut this incredibly important preventive health care 

action and could impact 3.3 million Ohio women.  

 

Expanding the exemption as requested by Attorney General DeWine would only serve to harm the 

progress that has been made on women’s health care through the passage and implementation of 

the Affordable Care Act and would jeopardize the health and well being of millions of women across 

the country.  If this exemption were expanded to all private employers it could set a precedent to 

allow other coverage to be denied as well. 

 

Thank you for time and review of my letter and I ask that you deny the request to broaden the 

exemption to the private sector for this policy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edward FitzGerald 


